
 

Canadian Society for Chemical Engineering 
Board of Directors Nominations (2019–2020) 
 
The Canadian Society for Chemical Engineers (CSChE) is a national not-for-profit organization representing 

Canada’s diverse and prestigious community of chemical engineers. 

To achieve this, the CSChE needs the support and involvement of its active, dedicated and talented 

members. If you feel you have relevant experience and a passion for advancing the chemical engineering 

profession in Canada and you are willing to be part of building the CSChE’s future, please consider standing 

for election. The CSChE is committed to ensure diversity of representation on the Board of membership it 

serves.  

 

The CSChE passed its current By-laws in February 2014 to meet the requirements for the new Canada Not-

for-Profit Corporations Act (Act). Under the Act, elections are for directors to the Board. At their first 

meeting upon election, the directors will be appointed as officers or directors. If elected, the positions 

specified below will be assigned to these candidates at the first meeting of this Board. 

The appointed Nominating Committee has proposed the candidates listed below for election to the Board 

of Directors in 2019–2020.  Further nominations for any position may be made in writing by any voting 

Members of the Corporation (the CSChE): each nomination must be accompanied by the candidate’s written 

agreement to serve if elected, a curriculum vitae and a recent photograph. Nominations are now open and 

the deadline for receipt of additional nominations is 11:59 pm ET, October 11, 2019. Nominations should be 

sent to CIC National Office (email title “CSChE Nomination 2019-2020” to gthirlwall@cheminst.ca). If any 

election(s) is (are) required, such election will be conducted in October. Those elected, whether by ballot or 

acclamation, will take office immediately following the AGM of the CSChE on Tuesday, October 22, 2019 in 

Halifax, NS, Canada. 

Regards, 

Ian Jobe, MCIC 

CSChE Executive Director 
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Charles Jia, MCIC 
University of Toronto 
Has agreed to stand for the following office: 
President 2019–2020 
Past President 2020–2021 
 
Charles Q. Jia is a professor in the Department of Chemical Engineering and Applied Chemistry at the 
University of Toronto.  An internationally recognized expert on applied sulphur chemistry for sustainability, 
Jia introduced the concept of using waste to treat waste and explored some major industrial wastes (e.g. 
sulphur dioxide gas, non-ferrous smelter slag and oil-sands petroleum coke) for their effectiveness in 
creating environmental benefits.  Jia is a devoted community leader.  His contributions to the engineering 
profession have been through a sustained, wide range of activities, including leadership roles in professional 
associations, committee work for government and volunteer work for local chapters of professional 
engineers. He has been a long-time, active member of Professional Engineers Ontario (PEO), Metallurgical 
Society (MetSoc) of Canadian Institute of Mining, Metallurgy and Petroleum (CIM), Canadian Society for 
Chemical Engineering (CSChE) of Chemical Institute of Canada (CIC).   
 
 

 

James Diamond, MCIC 

Environment and Climate Change Canada 
Has agreed to stand for the following office: 
Vice-President 2019–2020 
President 2020–2021 
Past President 2021–2022 
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James Diamond is the Manager of the Upstream Oil and Gas Section at Environment and Climate Change 

Canada (ECCC) and is responsible for the development of federal regulations and other risk management 

measures to address the environmental performance of the oil and gas sectors. 

Diamond joined ECCC in 2004 and has since occupied various positions with the Chemical Production and the 

Oil, Gas and Alternative Energy Divisions developing GHG and air pollutant reduction regulations for 

Canadian industry. Prior to joining the Federal Government, he worked in the energy and petrochemical 

sectors in both consulting and operations roles. Diamond has worked in the non-profit and private sector, 

offering advice on environmental management strategies, as well as commercial and strategic analysis to the 

oil, gas, chemical and power generation industries. He began his career as a process engineer in the 

petrochemical industry in Alberta. 

Diamond graduated from the University of Waterloo with an Honours Bachelor of Applied Science in 

Chemical Engineering and later read for a Masters of Business Administration at Imperial College at the 

University of London. 

 

 

David Beckman, MCIC 
Zeton Inc. 
Has agreed to stand for the following office: 
Past President 2019–2020 
 
David Beckman, P.Eng, is former President and CEO of Zeton Inc., and now a Director of Zeton Inc.  Zeton is a 
company that specializes in the design and fabrication of pilot, demonstration and modular production 
plants for process development applications for customers worldwide. Beckman was one of the founders of 
the company and has been involved with all aspects of the company’s growth from a small start-up business 
to the world leader in its specialty niche. He has been involved in process development and scale up 
applications for over thirty years, including pilot and demonstration plants for bioenergy applications, many 
new and alternative energy and petroleum processes and new chemical processes. Beckman obtained 
Bachelors and Masters of Applied Science degrees in chemical engineering from the University of Toronto. 
He was chair of SCI Canada for many years until 2016. He is also on the Board of Advisors for the University 
of Toronto, Department of Chemical Engineering. 
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Anil Mehrotra, FCIC 
University of Calgary 
Has agreed to stand for the following office: 
Treasurer (2018–2021) 
 

 

Pascale Champagne, MCIC 
Queen’s University 
Has agreed to stand as director for the following office: 
Director of Student Affairs (2018–2021) 
 

 

Peter Ozemoyah, MCIC  

Tyne Engineering 
Has agreed to stand as director for the following office: 
Director of Conferences (2019–2022) 
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Jyoti Patel, MCIC 

Resolute Risk Management Services 
Has agreed to stand as director for the following office: 
Director of Industrial Liaison West (2018–2021) 
 

 

Simant Upreti, MCIC 

Ryerson University 
Has agreed to stand for the following office: 
Director of Awards (2019–2022 – second term) 
 

 

Rachel Murdy, MCIC 

Lallemand Biofuels & Distilled Spirits 
Has agreed to stand for the following office: 
Director of Industrial Liaison East (2019–2022 – second term) 
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João Soares, FCIC 

University of Alberta 
Has agreed to stand for the following office: 
Director of Publications and Continuing Education and Editor-in-Chief, The Canadian Journal of Chemical 
Engineering (2018-2024) 
 

 

Gregory Patience, MCIC 

Polytechnique Montréal 
Has agreed to stand for the following office: 
Director of Divisions and Local Sections (2017–2020) 


