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AWARDS MANAGER 

CANADIAN SOCIETY FOR CHEMICAL ENGINEERING 

130 SLATER ST, SUITE 550 OTTAWA, ON, K1P 6E2 

AWARDS@CHEMISNT.CA 

 

June 20th, 2016 

 

Dear CSChE Awards Manager, 

 

On behalf of the Canadian Society for Chemical Engineering University of Toronto 

(CSChE U of T) Student Chapter, I would like to nominate our Chapter for the Student Chapter 

Merit Award for 2016-2017. 

 

Every year the UofT chapter dedicates hours of work to improve student life in the Chemical 

Engineering Department at the University of Toronto. Whether it be through professional 

development, social or academic avenues, this council has identified student needs that are not 

met in class and strived to fulfill them through, events, tutorials, professional opportunities and 

experiences outside the classroom. We had a very successful year last year in terms of event 

execution and streamlining of internal operations. Our council organized and hosted many events 

over the summer and the course of the school year and put a strong focus on eliciting student 

feedback as well as evaluating the effectiveness of our events. 

 

Some of our most successful events included Chemical Engineering Sector Information Night, 

Coffee House and Kris Kringle, and the Graduate/Undergraduate Pub Night Mixer. A full list of 

our events and descriptions are included below in Appendix A. This year we also incorporated 

more council members into the actual event planning process by pairing more senior members 

with newer members and have them coach the less experienced member. To help with this, we 

also grew the executive team by adding a second events director. This was extremely effective as 

the administrative tasks related with event planning could be spread out, allowing more time for 

new idea brainstorming and incorporation. 

 

With the implementation of event feedback forms, we were also able to track event metrics and 

the success of each part of the event; for example, if the allocated budget was sufficient, if the 

location was appropriate, the general planning timeline and any important contacts that may be 

helpful. Last year we also saw growth in the PEY database as the Chapter drew on more students 

for their co-op experiences, providing lower year students with more exposure to potential 

employment opportunities.  

 

In an effort to improve in-council communication we also adopted a new online team 

brainstorming application which helped with idea generation as well as ease communication 

between all members. This was extremely effective as it allowed the team to collaborate and 

share ideas instantly and keep everyone connected during events. 

 

I have personally been a part of the CSChE since I started my Chemical Engineering education at 

UofT and I feel a great deal of ownership and accountability for our chapter. I am excited to 
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implement new ideas and plans to improve our council organization and most importantly 

student experience. Some initiatives that I hope to implement next year include the development 

of global planning guidelines, an increased focus on individual student professional development 

through resume hacking sessions, a LinkedIn tutorial, networking tutorials and the development 

of complementary skills through workshops. Please find a full list of initiatives in Appendix C. 

 

As the incoming chair for the 2016-2017 school year I am thrilled to have an executive team that 

will support the success of each event as well as the success of other students. As I mentioned 

before, my goal for this year will focus more closely on individual and team professional 

development improvement. Many of our executive members are students who have previously 

attended our events and received information or support that helped them and wanted to become 

a part of this council to be able to do for the same for others; I am extremely proud to be a part of 

such a dedicated and caring group. Our members take great pride in representing the national 

chapter and continue to look for improvements in order to better serve the students’ needs. I, 

sincerely, hope that you consider the University of Toronto CSChE Student Chapter for the 

Student Chapter Merit Award for the 2015-2016 academic year. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kayla Musalem 

Chair 2016-2017 

Events Director 2015-2016 

 

Canadian Society for Chemical Engineering  

University of Toronto Student Chapter 

 

200 College St, Room 216A  

Toronto, ON, M5S 3E5  

csche.chem-eng.utoronto.ca 
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Membership 
 

The University of Toronto CSChE Student Chapter continues to grow every year and this year 

consists of approximately 630 students from first year through to fourth year including students 

completing their co-op terms (PEY- Professional Experience Year). Please find the Executive 

Team below. 
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Executive Members 

 

Role Name Email 

Chair Carol Choi carolsilok.choi@mail.utoronto.ca 

Vice Chair Steph Fata steph.fata@mail.utoronto.ca  

Finance Director Carmen Chan car.chan@utoronto.ca  

Events Director Liz White elizabetham.white@mail.utoronto.ca 

Events Director Kayla Musalem kayla.musalem@mail.utoronto.ca 

Professional Development Director Lamya Ezzeldin lamya.ezzeldin@mail.utoronto.ca  

Professional Development Director Madhushan Perera madhushan.perera@mail.utoronto.ca 

Advertising Director Molly Gorman molly.gorman@mail.utoronto.ca 

Webmaster Jian Tang jiantang.tang@gmail.com  

Secretary Brittany Green brit.green@mail.utoronto.ca  

4th Year Class Representative Peter Murphy pete.murphy@mail.utoronto.ca  

3rd Year Class Representative Caroline Brunstein caroline.brunstein@mail.utoronto.ca  

2nd Year Class Representative Nirali Patel nilu.patel@mail.utoronto.ca 

1st Year Class Representative Natalie Tleel natalie.tleel@mail.utoronto.ca  

1st Year Class Representative Yousef Lahaye youssef.ibrahim@mail.utoronto.ca  

Honourary Member Michael Mucha michael.mucha@mail.utoronto.ca 

 

 

 



 

 

 

CSChE Student Chapter  c/o Undergraduate Office   
200 College Street WB240      Email: csche@skule.ca 
Toronto, Ontario  M5S 3E5      Website: csche.chem-eng.utoronto.ca 

 

Appendix A: List of Programs in 2015-16 
 

CHEM CONNECT MENTORSHIP PROGRAM 

 
The Chem Connect Program is an annual on-going initiative which brings together the First Year 

Mentorship program and the Alumni Mentorship Network. Focused on helping the first year 

students transition into a demanding engineering university life, multiple upper year students 

were paired with a single first year student to guide and advise them as mentors and friends.  

 

During the initial Mix & Mingle event, over 30 students, upper years and first years attended. 

This ice-breaker event was used to connect the mentor-mentee partnerships based on common 

interests as well as bring students into a close-knit network. It was the opportunity for a first-

round introduction and networking session. Following this event, the chapter checked in with 

mentors and their mentees and encouraged them to come out to other chapter events as well as 

alumni events, making real connections and long-term friends. 

 

 
 

The Alumni Mentorship Network is a valuable piece of the Chem Connect program, bridging 

UofT’s previous talent with the current student basis. During one networking session, a small 

group of alumni and students were able to build real relationships at a very low level. Several 

students and alumni gave the chapter thankful feedback, indicating that they found the event very 

useful and comfortable, unlike typical networking sessions. The chapter organized an Industry 

Night for the group where the alumni shared their general professional experiences. The network 

will continue to grow as we get a continuous flow of alumni and students joining in the future 

years. 
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PEY DATABASE 

 
At the University of Toronto, engineering students have the option of completing a Professional 

Experience Year (PEY), which is a 12 to 16 month internship commonly done between third and 

fourth year. When considering this option, many of the students are unaware of the breadth of 

PEY positions available to them in various fields. The PEY database collects the co-op 

experiences of current and former students so that prospective PEY student applicants can enter 

the job market as more informed candidates. Entries in the database are anonymous and include 

information such as the student’s position and company, projects they worked on (unless 

confidential), their experience as a whole, relevant skills/courses, and advice on how to stay 

competitive when applying. Over the past three years, the database has collected over 75 entries, 

allowing the chapter to connect prospective applicants to past and present PEY students on an 

individual basis if requested. The database has helped some third year students successfully 

secure PEY job placements. It can be viewed online at the chapter’s website at 

http://csche.chem-eng.utoronto.ca/pre-database-page/. Infrastructure has been put in place to 

expand the database to include summer placements relevant to all years. 

SELF-STUDY COMMITTEE SELF-STUDY INVOLVEMENT 

 
Last year the CSChE UofT Chapter was invited by faculty to participate on a self-study 

committee to review the Chemical Engineering Program and suggest improvements to current 

classes and major projects. Two council representatives participated and were an integral part of 

creating needed improvements to the curriculum to help students through our academically 

rigorous program. 

http://csche.chem-eng.utoronto.ca/pre-database-page/
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CHEM WEEK 

 
Every year, CSChE puts on ‘Chem Week’. This is a week to celebrate the chemical engineering 

community, filled with social programming as well as workshops focused on academic and 

professional development. Below is the list of events that take place during the week, and we end 

it off with a huge department-wide celebration at the Chemical Engineering Dinner where 

students are united with their graduate counterparts, as well as faculty, staff, and alumni. 

 

 
 

CHEM ENG TOWN HALL 

 
CSChE and the Undergraduate Chair’s office partnered together in this initiative to collect 

feedback from students about the UofT Chemical Engineering curriculum as well as student 

ideas and input to improve the community at school. Each year had specific concerns that were 

collected in advance by our council. Great feedback was collected surrounding student spaces as 

well as lab times and fourth year projects. 40 students attended and 5 professors and 

administrators answered questions and collected feedback. 
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TROOST CUP (LEADERSHIP PRESENTATIONS) 

 
The Troost cup is a leadership 

oriented event sponsored every 

year by the Troost family 

(current owners of Peel 

Plastics) and facilitated by 

CSChE executives. The 

objective is to promote and 

encourage leadership skills and 

qualities within the 

undergraduate student body. 

The event is a competition 

between teams of two, 

competing in leadership-based 

challenges. The exact form of 

the event is fairly fluid as it 

recognizes a lack of concrete, 

tangible, leadership definitions. The focus over the past few years has been on clarity of personal 

leadership, with teams spending a set amount of time taking photos of things/events they view as 

leadership related and using those photos in a presentation about what leadership means to them.  

 

Eight students participated in the competition with two judges. The winners are selected 

primarily based on the clarity and communication of their definition of leadership. They also 

have their names engraved on the Troost Cup, which is presented to them by alumni Bill Troost 

at the annual Chemical Engineering Dinner. This year the competition was very close, and it was 

wonderful to see people thoroughly think through what it means to them to be a leader. The 

event lead commented that this event really challenged people to think about what leadership 

means to them and how they can apply it as a Chemical Engineer.  
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STEAMWHISTLE PLANT TOUR 

 
In March, CSChE, in collaboration with the 

Canadian Association of Food Engineers 

(CAFÉ), hosted a plant tour at Steamwhistle 

Brewery. Cooperation between the student 

organizations involved sharing marketing 

responsibilities and the contribution of club 

funds for the sponsoring of tour attendees. 

This event provided students with the 

opportunity to see chemical engineering in 

action through the large scale unit operations 

and fermentation processes used in the 

brewing process. Feedback for the event 

provided a clear indication that students had a 

great time and it is something we will continue 

in future years. 

 

GRAD - UNDERGRAD STUDENT MIXER 

 
CSChE partners with CEGSA 

(Chemical Engineering Graduate 

Student Association) every year in 

Chem Week to provide undergraduate 

students with a chance to talk graduate 

students about post-graduate studies 

and the kind of opportunities and 

choices available to them after 

graduation. Students gained valuable 

insight into graduate school 

admissions, the pressures of research, 

and the rewards of continuing their 

education. We reserved the top floor 

of a pub near campus and provided 

food and activities.  This year was the 

best attendance that we have seen in recent years; approximately 70 students attended and 

according to our feedback, was very well received from the graduate students.  
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Professional Development 

CONFERENCE 

 
Each year we look forward to providing our students with the opportunity to attend the annual 

Canadian Chemical Engineering Conference. This past year we saw 27 student delegates from all 

years of study attend the Conference in Calgary. Our delegates participated in and excelled at the 

student competitions, one student placing 3rd in the Robert G. Auld Technical Paper 

competition. Our student chapter Chair was also awarded the CSChE Chemical Engineering 

Local Section Scholarship. Beyond the student competitions, our delegates showed great 

participation in workshops and used the conference as a great opportunity to engage and network 

with other engineering students and industry professionals from diverse backgrounds. The 

conference is always an exciting chance for us to explore the opportunities available to us as 

future Chemical Engineers. 
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WHAT TO DO DURING THE SUMMER (2 SESSIONS) 

 
The goal of this event was to provide students with resources and inform them of the variety of 

experiences available to them during the months they are not in school (e.g. Study abroad, eSIP, 

Talentegg.ca, work-study, welcome office) through the form of first-hand experiences from their 

peers. Seven upper year students presented what they were able to do with their summers and 

how they gained valuable experience to help them on their professional journey. This year we 

had a lower turnout for our first session with about 10 students attending from first and second 

year. Taking student feedback into account from the first session, we were able to increase 

attendance to thirty students for the second session.  

SECTOR INFORMATION NIGHT 

 
The Chemical Engineering Sector Information Night (Sector Night) aimed to help students 

explore career options available to chemical engineers, especially in the fields that are not 

normally perceived to be chemical engineering. This year, we invited industrial professionals 

(who are all chemical engineering alumni) from six sectors (Finance, Nuclear, Process 

Engineering, The government, Consulting and Law) to present to the students about their roles as 

chemical engineers in their career paths. We made a great effort to have speakers from different 

sectors than previous years, which students really appreciated. This event also provided very 

valuable networking opportunities as some speakers invited were from senior management 

positions such as CEO’s and CFO’s as well as law and consulting partners. Over 100 industry 

professionals and students attended, making this event one of our most successful events for the 

second year running. There was some great student feedback, some students saying they had not 

realized the breadth of opportunities available to them with a Chemical Engineering degree. 
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE YEAR (PEY) STUDENT MIXER 

 
Over 30 people attended this event. The PEY mixer provides students with a chance for students 

to speak with and network with upper year students who have been on PEY (year-long co-op 

term). Many students planning on going on PEY are nervous about finding opportunities and do 

not know what to expect from employers. This event allows students to hear first-hand 

experiences about internships that may be of interest to them. The atmosphere was very relaxed 

and the students found the event extremely helpful as the upper years gave very sincere and 

candid advice. 

Social 

HALLOWEEN PARTY 

 
 The Halloween Party is a great way for students to mix and mingle with their peers and dress in 

their favourite costumes. As Halloween falls around midterm season, CSChE finds it extremely 

important to keep students socially engaged and provide some activities in which students can 

take a break from studying. This year, as every year, we had over 100 people dressed up in the 

Chemical Engineering Common Room, which was well decorated with a Halloween themed 

photo booth! Students got dressed up for the event, and the winners of the costume contest won a 

pizza lunch. Candy, of course, was available for all students who arrived.  
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COFFEE HOUSE AND KRIS KRINGLE 

 
Every year to celebrate the end of first semester, CSChE puts on a holiday party. Volunteers 

decorate the Chemical Engineering Undergraduate Common Room and we invite the graduate 

students. A performance show is also put on, giving students the opportunity to showcase their 

talents and others some solid entertainment. We also host a gift exchange for each year and have 

a potluck with baked goods and hot chocolate/coffee. It is one of our best attended events with 

about 65 students attending and a great time for students to relax and get together before final 

exams begin.  

 
 

This year we had one of our students volunteer to dress up as Santa Claus and take pictures with 

other students. The class representatives also had students from each year sign up to perform at 

the coffee house, where they had an opportunity to show off hidden talents in. Professors also 

attended to celebrate with us, and even made an appearance in a student skit! 
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PROFESSOR STUDENT MIXER 

 
This event is a new tradition brought by the chapter to 

provide a venue for students to meet and build 

relationships with their professors outside of the 

classroom. At the outset, it is a great networking 

opportunity and a chance for professors and staff to 

meet their students. During the event, valuable advice 

and stories are shared between groups of students and 

professors giving both parties a forum for questions 

usually not asked by the student body.  

 

This past year over 50 students had the opportunity to 

meet and speak with 6 professors. Many lower year 

students were interested and gained real value from the 

event, getting to know their professors on a more 

personal level, as well as to meet other professors 

(whom they might not have class with) and learn about 

their work. The event space was full and many stayed 

past the scheduled end to continue conversations. 

CHEMICAL ENGINEERING DINNER DANCE 

 
Every October, CSChE collaborates with Chem Club to put on a dinner dance. This annual event 

brings together students, staff and alumni of the Department of Chemical Engineering for a night 

of fun, entertainment, good food and dancing. The Dinner Dance is a collaborative event 

between the Chemical Engineering Undergraduate Council (Chem Club) and the CSChE. This 

event takes months of planning, and over 300 people attended this year.  
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CANDY GRAMS 

 
 In the lead up to Valentine’s Day, the chapter sells 

Candy Grams to be delivered in person on Valentine’s 

Day. This year’s sale featured homemade chocolate 

truffles and singing telegrams performed by chemical 

engineering students involved in U of T’s engineering 

musical, Skule Nite. Overall CSChE raised just over 

$1,800 in sales thanks to a huge effort from the class 

representatives. Proceeds from the sale went to 

Gratitude. We received great feedback from students 

and staff on the quality of the homemade treats as well 

as the effort put in by the council. 

IRON RING PARTY 

 
The Iron Ring Party was a collaboration with Chem 

Club to celebrate the graduating class on receiving 

their engineering Iron Rings. We invited professors 

and other department staff to celebrate with the 

students. We also held an auction this year and the 

funds went to Gratitude. Our professors got into the 

spirit and donated some items for auctions as well! 

This year was the highest donation per person that we have ever had. Our council was very proud 

to see how tight knit the chem eng community was becoming. 
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CLASS EVENTS 

 
Each class in Chemical Engineering was allocated funds and held their own social event as a 

celebration of the hard work they had done during the year, to recognize their peers as leaders 

and to enjoy and build the Chemical Engineering community. 

Academic 

SUMMER STUDENT RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM 

 
Every summer, CSChE hosts a Summer Student Research Symposium which allows students to 

present their research and findings in an academic and professional setting. Professors, graduate 

students, communication instructors and members of industry were invited to the judging panel 

to provide valuable feedback to participants, strengthening both their research and presentation 

skills. Two winners of the competition were sponsored by the Department and our chapter to 

represent the University of Toronto at the annual Canadian Chemical Engineering Competition 

in Calgary. 

HOW TO SURVIVE FIRST YEAR 

 
How to Survive First Year is an information session aimed at welcoming first year students, 

acquainting them with chapter members and available resources from the university, the chapter 

itself, and other student groups. Points of discussion included academic support, student 

governance, facilities, health and wellness, becoming involved in the community, and tips 

collected from the upper year classes. Information was also disseminated electronically as an 

online resource for first year students. The session’s content was well received and helped make 

the first year students more comfortable to become involved with the chapter’s activities. 

 

Appendix B: Growth from Previous Year 

EVENT FEEDBACK FORMS 

 
This year our events directors implemented an event feedback form to improve student 

experience as well as allow tracking of our event planning and execution processes. This helped 

the council evaluate the usefulness and gage student interest in certain initiatives. After each 

event, one of the directors would sit down with the event lead and go over the details and tips 

that the event lead had compiled. The information collected in these forms will be extremely 

useful in the event timeline planning process for the 2016-2017 school year. We will be 

continuing this initiative next year as well. 
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COMMUNICATION ON ‘SLACK’ 

 
In an effort to improve in-council communication we adopted a new online team brainstorming 

application called ‘Slack’. This enabled the event planners and volunteers to come up with ideas 

together more easily and efficiently. Ideas were generated and shared instantly which was 

extremely effective as it allowed the team to collaborate and share ideas instantly and keep 

everyone connected during events. New ‘channels’ could be created for each new events and the 

people involved were added. Everyone found this tool very user-friendly and we hope to 

continue exploiting all the features of the application next year. 

EXECUTIVE TEAM GROWTH 

 
From previous council feedback, we decided to add a second events director this year so that 

administrative tasks related with event planning could be spread out to allow for more time to be 

allocated to new idea brainstorming and incorporation. This also allowed an extra experienced 

resource to help coach the volunteer event leads and provide good feedback to improve event 

quality. We found this to be very useful and, by council vote, plan to continue this structure in 

the coming years. 

COLLABORATIONS 

 
Every year, CSChE makes a strong effort to collaborate with other student groups and 

associations. This past year, we were able to keep our strong relationships with CEGSA 

(Graduate Students) through events like Kris Kringle Coffee House and the Pub Night, CAFE 

(Food Engineering Association) through events like the plant tour, Gratitude (an Engineering 

Alumni Association run initiative to campaign and raise money for the student life fund, which is 

then distributed as club funding to our chapter) through events like Candy Grams and a photo 

booth at our Halloween Party. We are very grateful for these partnerships and hope to create new 

ones in the years to come as they benefit both parties in very positive ways. 

 

Appendix C: Planning for Next Year 

GLOBAL EVENT PLANNING GUIDELINES 

 
The executive team is currently developing a package to help new event leads through the 

planning process. It will include general guidelines on how to book rooms, create a budget, food 

options, organize volunteers, as well as event specific tips from previous event leads that they 

may be able to leverage.  
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INDIVIDUAL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOCUS: 

LINKEDIN TUTORIAL 

We are planning to host a tutorial/presentation by a LinkedIn subject matter expert to improve 

students’ online professional platform and help them get noticed by potential employers. This is 

becoming more relevant as recruiters are beginning to use social platforms to screen applicants 

as well as contact potential employees. 

RESUME HACKING SESSION 

To get students ready for their summer internships or yearlong coops, our chapter is going to 

host one or two resume workshops to help students cater their resume to the job they want. 

NETWORKING TUTORIAL 

We received student feedback that networking is a skill that is difficult to develop; however, one 

of the most important ones they need in professional settings like a career fair, as well as 

interviews. At UofT we have some incredible teaching resources that have a great deal of 

experience in communications and we will leverage this to benefit students. 

DEVELOPMENT OF COMPLEMENTARY SKILLS 

This initiative has also come from student feedback as many employers are looking for well-

rounded engineering students, with special technical skills. There are many graduate and 

undergraduate students as well as professors that possess skills that may be of interest to 

students. Our chapter will hosting monthly workshops based on student interest to teach/explore 

skills complementary to those learned in class (e.g. softwares, HTML, fabrication).  

INCREASE FREQUENCY AND QUALITY OF STUDENT FEEDBACK 

To keep students interested and engaged in our events, our chapter is continuously trying to 

evolve our initiatives. We want to ensure that we are serving student needs and with every new 

year, student needs may change. Next school year we will be implementing a student feedback 

system that allows our council to keep connected with the entire Chem Eng student body. 
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Appendix D: Contributing Members of the Chapter  
 

Below is a list of our members, who contributed towards the success of our society by 

volunteering and participating at our events this past year. This list includes current 

undergraduate students, graduate students and alumni. 

 
Mir Abbas 

Ali 
mir.ali@mail.utoronto.ca Mehraz Khan Mehraz.khan@mail.utoronto.ca 

Abbas Ali 

Rangwala 
Abbas.ali@mail.utoronto.ca 

Rosaline 

Tanugraha 
Rosaline.tanugraha@mail.utoronto.ca 

Afifa Jaheen Afifa.jaheen@mail.utoronto.ca Jay Lin Jay.lin@mail.utoronto.ca 

Ahmad 

Shaifuddin 
Ahmad.shaifuddin@mail.utoronto.ca Wei Jie Yu Weijie.yu@mail.utoronto.ca 

Ajay 

Kochhar 
ajay.kochhar@mail.utoronto.ca 

Michael 

Taguiam 
michael.taguiam@mail.utoronto.ca 

Akash 

Kaushal 
Akash.kaushal@mail.utoronto.ca 

Michelle 

Penalosa 

Crisostomo 

Michelle.crisostomo@mail.utoronto.ca 

Albert 

Huynh 
alberthuynh14@gmail.com 

Murtaza 

Hitawala 
murtaza.hitawala@gmail.com 

Albert Weng albert.weng@mail.utoronto.ca Neha Mithia neha.mithia@utoronto.ca 

Albert Weng Albert.weng@mail.utoronto.ca 
Yong Bul 

Kim 
Yongbul.kim@mail.utoronto.ca 

Alex 

Peltekoff 
Alexander.peltekoff@mail.utoronto.ca Lisa Hardeen Lisa.hardeen@mail.utoronto.ca 

Alexander 

Koven 
alexander.koven@mail.utoronto.ca Nick Gan nick.gan@mail.utoronto.ca 

Alexandra 

Tavasoli 
Alex.tavasoli@mail.utoronto.ca Ryan Nearing Ryan.nearing@mail.utoronto.ca 
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