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McMaster University 

CSChE Undergraduate Chapter 

1280 Main Street West 

Hamilton, ON, L8S 4L8 

Awards Manager 

Canadian Society for Chemical Engineering 

130 Slanter Street, Suite 550 

Ottawa, ON, K1P 6E2 

awards@cheminst.ca 

 

Re: 2015 CSCHE Student Chapter Merit Award 

 

The McMaster Chemical Engineering Club (Chem Eng Club) would like to express its interest in 

applying for the 2015 Student Chapter Merit Award.  

The Chem Eng Club is the CSChE student branch at McMaster, and is one of the most energetic 

and engaging Departmental Clubs. The role of the Chem Eng Club ranges from community volunteering 

and outreach, to generating industry contacts and financial support for our student program. Our dedicated 

21 member executive (Appendix B) ensures that the Chem Eng Club serves as a link between the 

chemical engineering faculty, the McMaster Engineering Society, and the 416 undergraduate chemical 

engineering students.  

This year, the Chem Eng Club wanted to focus on academic and industry related events as much 

as on social events. The Chem Eng Club ran traditional events like Smoker I and II, Meet the Profs, Pie 

day, Blood drives, Intramural sports, and Rock climbing to create a sense of community for students. We 

sent 48 undergraduate students to the CSChE Conference in Niagara Falls, and have begun planning for 

this year’s conference in Calgary. We were also responsible for organizing the Monsaroff Student Paper 

Competition for the Hamilton chapter of the CIC (Appendix C). 

Some of the other new events included an Industry Lunch and Learn with a McMaster 

engineering alumni, a Graduate Student Information Night, and an industry tour to the Nickel Brook 

Brewery in Burlington.  The lunch and learn was well attended, and comments from students indicated 

that the alumni was able to provide insightful information on transitioning from school to the workplace. 

The graduate student info night highlighted the current graduate students’ research, with the intention of 

educating undergraduate students with graduate and summer research opportunities. The industry tour 

was open to all students, but was intended to compliment for the second year instrumentation course. The 

ten students and one professor found the tour very informative. The Chem Eng Club also encouraged 

students to attend departmental and external seminars relating to chemical engineering through the use of 

social media. These new events helped to diversify the activities of the club, provided educational 
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opportunities and appealed to more students. We will be able to build upon these events to make them 

even more succeful next year.  

In order to promote our activities and events, the Chem Eng Club decided to re-brand ourselves 

with a new logo, and maximize the use of social media. A new logo was designed by one of the club 

executives, Ryan LaRue, and used as part of club posters and official documents. The design also won our 

second semester t-shirt design contest, and we sold almost 40 shirts. In addition to the new logo, our 

webmasters, Sahil and Christina, completely redesigned the club website and used it to share news, 

pictures, events, and t-shirt sales in conjunction with our Facebook and twitter pages 

(http://chemengclub.mcmaster.ca/). Social media was also used to provide information on job 

opportunities, scholarships, and text book sales. The new website and social media will help to 

communicate important information to students and improve event attendance. 

The club also wanted to try something new for intramurals this year. Instead of signing up open 

teams and hoping for students to attend games, we wanted Chem Eng students to bring their teams of 

students forward in the hopes that there would be better attendance. In second semester, we were able to 

field a basketball and volleyball team in second semester that did not have to forfeit any games due to 

lack of attendance.  

Lastly, to allow for a smooth transition to next year’s Chem Eng Club executive, we hosted a club 

appreciation pot-luck dinner on the last meeting of the year to thank our outgoing council and welcome 

the incoming one. All outgoing executives provided their transition reports to the new executive, and the 

dinner was very important for fostering a sense of community and continuity. I am very proud of the 

efforts of our club this year, and I hope that these changes will help the club run even more smoothly next 

year, and allow us to continue to run successful events. I know that the club has worked hard this year to 

create a welcoming environment, and we have provided many learning opportunities for our students. 

Thank you for your consideration of the McMaster Chem Eng Club for the CSChE Student 

Chapter Merit Award. 

 

Rachel D’Agostino, 

Club President 2014-2015, 2011-2012 

Conference Rep 2012-2013 

2
nd

 Year Rep 2010-2011 

 

http://chemengclub.mcmaster.ca/
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Appendix A. Event Summaries 

 

Figure A.1 – A sample of the new Chem Eng Club website (http://chemengclub.mcmaster.ca/ ), with a 

picture of the new club t-shirts, as well as news, events, and twitter feed.  

Academic Events 

 

Meet the Profs Luncheon      October 7th, 2014 

The Chem Eng Club and faculty worked together to successfully organize this event.  It is a great 

opportunity for the new undergraduate students to speak to their professors outside of the classroom.  This 

year, nearly 70 students and seven professors attended to socialize at the pizza lunch. The pizza and pop 

were generously donated by the Chemical Engineering department, and the event was advertised on 

facebook and announced with the recruitment of the 2nd year reps. 

 

 
Figure A.2 – The Meet the Profs Luncheon with Dr. Filipe and Dr. Jones 

http://chemengclub.mcmaster.ca/
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CSChE Chemical Engineering Conference    October 19-22th, 2014 

This year, the Chem Eng Club had a strong showing at the 2014 Conference in Niagara Falls, ON with an 

official delegation of 46 undergraduate delegates that were sponsored by the club, and a large number of 

students attending on their own. This was a great experience for students to network with other students, 

faculty and industry professionals, and learn about new academic and industrial research in chemical 

engineering. One of our students, Ryan LaRue, won the Reg Friesen Paper Competition, and the club was 

recognized for its involvement at the Student Awards banquet with an honorable mention for the Student 

Chapter Merit Award. Plans are currently under way for the 2015 CSChE conference in Calgary. The 

Club is also involved with the Hamilton chapter of the Canadian Institute of Chemistry (CIC) Chapter, 

and have at least one student and a faculty member attended each bi-monthly meeting to update on the 

events and progress of the Club.  

 

 
Figure A.3 - The Mcmaster Chem Eng Club delegation at the CSChE Conference in Niagara Falls, ON. 

 

Industry Lunch and Learn     November 11th, 2014 

McMaster Chemical Engineering alumni, Bilal Sheikh, from ArcelorMittal (Dofasco) came in to talk to 

students about life after graduation. He gave a brief talk on his transition from school to the working 

world. Students were encouraged to bring their questions, and feedback after the event indicated that Bilal 

provided valuable information. Pizza and pop were provided for the 30 students that attended. Next year 

the club hopes to run at least one lunch and learn per semester, as there are a large number of Chem Eng 

alumni in the area, and the event was very successful.  

 

Graduate Student Panel Night     November 25th, 2015 

The Chem Eng Undergraduate and Graduate clubs worked together to set up a panel night for 

undergraduate students. Three graduate students from each of the main areas of chemical engineering 

(Jeff Cobbledick – Water Treatment, Stephanie Kedzior – Sustainable Nanocomposites, and Jake Nease – 

Process Optimization) presented a brief overview of their graduate group’s research. After the 
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presentations, the undergraduate students we able to ask questions on a variety of topics. Pizza and pop 

were provided to the 20 or so students and faculty in attendance. This event was also timed in conjunction 

with the NSERC research deadline so that students would be aware of graduate studies before the funding 

applications were due. 

 

CIC Monsaroff Student Paper Night    January 29
th
, 2015 

Monsaroff is a student presentation competition established by the Hamilton Chapter of the Canadian 

Institute of Chemistry (CIC). Students present talks relating to the topics of Chemistry, Chemical 

Engineering or Chemical Technology. Presentation topics include, but are not limited to, research 

presentations, and summer lab experience or co-op/work experiences. Presentations are a maximum of 10 

minutes, with a 5 minute question period.  This year, 6 students were selected (one from McMaster 

Chemistry, three from McMaster Chem Eng and two from Mohawk Chemical Engineering Technology) 

to present on January 29th, 7-8:30pm at East Side Mario's, University Plaza. Due to the diverse nature of 

these talks, judging is weighted towards the presentation itself rather than the content (50 marks for 

presentation, 30 marks for content and 20 marks for the question period). This is a great opportunity for 

students to work on their public speaking and networking skills. This year, a third year Chem Eng student 

won first prize. The event this year was organized by the Chem Eng Club, and fully sponsored by the 

CIC. There was also an industry presentation at the beginning of the evening. Recommendations for the 

next time the club hosts (every 3
rd

 year) include more advertising, a shorter industry presentation, and 

more food. This event also conflicted with the BEAMS industry night, so more communication between 

the clubs to avoid future conflicts will increase attendance. More information on the event can be found in 

Appendix C. 

 
Figure A.4 – The presenters at the Monsaroff Student Paper Competition at East Side Mario’s 

 

Program Info Sessions for 1st Years     February - March 2015 

These are general info session to help first years pick their specialties. Chem Eng volunteers and faculty 

members represent the chemical engineering booth, and provide a student and instructor perspective on 

the program, its benefits, and potential career paths. A second Chem Eng specific information session was 

also held, and included student and faculty presentations and lab tours. Pizza was provided to encourage 

attendance. About 30 volunteers from chemical engineering attend and act as mentors for the incoming 

second year students.  
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Nickel Brook Industry Tour     March 6
th
, 2015 

The club organized a one hour tour of Nickel Brook Breweries for the Chem Eng 2I03 Instrumentation 

class, so they could see how instrumentation is used in an industrial setting. The tour was funded and 

supported by the department. Since there we additional spaces on the bus, the tour was opened to all 

students in Chem Eng. Due to the last minute planning and timing of the tour, only 13 students and Dr. 

Jones were able to attend. However, feedback from the trip indicated that it was very educational and 

interesting, and worth repeating next year. 

 

Department Seminars       Weekly 

These are weekly seminars that are hosted by the department and span all topics in chemical engineering. 

While they are mandatory for all graduate students, the undergraduate students were encouraged to attend 

to broaden their knowledge of chemical engineering applications and new breakthroughs. The club used 

social media like Facebook and twitter to let students know the topics in advance. 

Social Events 

 

Second Year Welcome and Rep Selection   September 2014 

In order to introduce the Chem Eng Club to as many new chemical engineering students as possible, the 

Club approached the second year class and performed a song “If I were in Chem Eng” adapted from the 

Bare Naked Lady’s “If I had a million dollars”.  The second years were then informed of the role of the 

Chem Eng Club, upcoming events, and of the two Rep positions available.  A week later, 5 students had 

self-nominated themselves for Rep positions, and the Club assisted the class with the election process.  

 

Smoker I & II (Faculty and Student Social)  November 1st 2014, February 26th 2015 

This historical event encourages interaction between students of all years and the faculty and was held at 

a local restaurant. The Club charged two dollars to all students, except for those who participated in the 

blood drive, which partially covered appetizers provided by the club. Dr. Filipe presented a departmental 

update, and students were given opportunities to talk to the faculty in attendance. This first Smoker was 

held at East Side Mario’s with about 47 students and 6 professors in attendance. Feedback from students 

indicated that the lower level of Kelsey’s was a preferred location, so the second Smoker was held there 

instead, with about 21 students and 6 professors also in attendance. 

 

Nondenominational Winter Break Holiday Dinner   November 27th, 2014  

This event is the last event of the semester, and held at Boston Pizza, where the Club invites students to 

celebrate before exams with unlimited pizza and wings at a set price (paid by students).  This year, 13 

students were present for the festivities, and were joined by the head of the department, Dr. Filipe. 

 

Chem Eng Rock Climbing     January 31st, 2015 

This is social and athletic event for chemical engineering students hosted by the Club.  It was held in 

response to student suggestions. A group booking was made at Gravity Rock climbing gym, and tickets 

were sold in the Engineering lounge. 7 tickets were sold, and 3 students had memberships to Gravity, so 

did not need to purchase tickets.  
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Club Info Session and Transition    March – April 2015 

Class Reps were responsible for encouraging chemical engineering students attend an open Chem Eng 

Club meeting, held on March 17th.  After the usual meeting, each executive member gave a brief speech 

on their role, and interested students were encouraged to ask questions about the club. Nominees were 

required to complete a brief application and gain the support of 10 students. Since there were no students 

competing for the same position, voting was done online through the department on a Google form 

instead of through the McMaster Students Union. The alternative voting method was successful, as 15% 

of students participated in the online vote. To welcome the new executive and encourage the outgoing 

members to complete their transition reports, a potluck dinner replaced a traditional transition meeting. 

Our faculty advisor, Dr. Jones was also invited. Plans for next year’s Chem Eng Club are underway.  

 

Roast the Profs      April 1st, 2015 

Roast the Profs is a unique event held every year during the last week of classes. It is an opportunity for 

students and professors to celebrate the end of the year together with silly skits, songs, and games after 

dinner. This year, was extra special as the professors decided to do their own skit to honour one of their 

colleguges, Kevin Dunn, and the Chem Eng Club presented him the “supercalifragalistic” teaching award. 

Some of the skits and games included “Cards Against Chem Eng”, “Who Said That” and “Chem Eng 

Goes to Yoga”. The new president and club are also introduced, and the new president made a small 

speech during the event. Over 100 students and 8 faculty members attended this event, and it was a 

wonderful way to close the year. 

 

Sports Teams       Second Semester 

The Chem Eng Club facilitates several intramural teams each year based on demand.  This year, we had 

Co-ed Volleyball and Co-ed Basketball teams during second semester.  The Sports Rep registers the 

teams, and is reimbursed through the McMaster Engineering Society. The club also sends a team to play 

in the annual Ratboy tournament, hosted by the MES. 

 

Community Events 

 

Engineering Blood Drive I & II    October 2014, January 2015 

The Chem Eng Club participated in a semi-annual engineering blood drive. Volunteers were asked to fill 

out a sign-up sheet.  To encourage participation, anyone who donated blood was given a free ticket to the 

corresponding Smoker. Both events were very successful, with 29 and 9 students participating in each 

blood drive respectively. 

 

 
Figure A.5 – A student and volunteer after donating blood at the October Blood Drive. 
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Relay For Life       March 13th, 2015 

This year, the club tried to make a team for relay for life. Although we only had a team of three, we were 

able to raise $280 for the Canadian Cancer Society. This is a difficult event to get students to stay 

overnight for, but if possible should be done again next year. 

 

Charity Hot Yoga Night     Monthly 

This is social and athletic event for all chemical engineering students at Moksha Yoga on a Friday night. 

There are normally between 5 and 10 students in attendance, and a minimum $7 charitable donation was 

made by each participant. The event is very easy to run and has a good turnout, so should be continued 

next year.



McMaster Chemical Engineering Club  

 10 

Appendix B. Club Positions and Contacts 

Table B1. The Chem Eng Club Executive for the 2014-2015 academic year. 

Position Name 

President Rachel D’Agostino 

Vice President Courtney Picard 

Secretary Ileana Zuech 

Treasurer Jacqueline Chau 

Volunteer Rep Heather Leahey 

Sports Rep Jesus Flores 

Productions Rep Hannah Bushby 

Productions Rep Eva Mueller 

Social Rep Hayden O'Brien 

Grad Student Rep Brian Macdonald 

MES Rep Caitlin McNeil 

2nd Year Rep Jamal Habash 

2nd Year Rep Byungjun (Kenny) Choi 

3rd Year Rep Ryan LaRue 

3rd Year Rep Jacqueline Fossenier 

Upper Year Rep Christine Brown 

Upper Year Rep Zachary Gray 

Webmaster Christina Alfonso 

CSChE Rep Sarah Born 

CSChE Rep Paula Hanebach 

CSChE Rep Emily Baldwin 

Photographer T.R. Tang 

 

 

Figure B.1– The 2014-2015 Chem Eng Club Executive  



McMaster Chemical Engineering Club  

 11 

Appendix C. Monsaroff Student Paper Night 

 

The Monsaroff Student Paper Night was introduced in the 1960’s in recognition of Boris 

Monsaroff, an industrial chemist/chemical engineer and author, who lived and worked in Hamilton for 

more than 30 years. Mr. Monsaroff played a leading role in the Chemical Institute of Canada (CIC), and 

maintained a vigorous interest in science and economics, and was deeply concerned with the impact of 

scientific development on economic and political policies.  

The Hamilton section of the CIC organized this student paper night in order to foster student 

interest in developing communication skills and using these skills to transmit knowledge to a general 

audience. Since its creation, two students from McMaster Chemistry, Mohawk Chemical Technology and 

McMaster Engineering have gathered in front of interested students, faculty and friends to share 

knowledge. This year’s Student Paper Night is hosted by the McMaster Undergraduate Chemical 

Engineering Club.  

 

Special thanks go to the CIC Hamilton Chapter, and to our judges; 

Dr. Ryan Wylie – Department of Chemistry, McMaster University 

Dr. Jay Mycroft – Department of Chemical Technology, Mohawk College 

Dr. David Latulippe – Department of Chemical Engineering, McMaster University 

Sara Yonson – Environmental Advisor, Imperial Oil 

 

MC – Courtney Picard, Chemical Engineering IV 

 

Investigation of Au(III) dithiocarbamate complexes using variable temperature and pressure 

Raman and luminescence spectroscopy 

Ellen Connelly, Department of Chemistry, Université de Montréal (McMaster) 

 

Neuroscience in the classroom 

Steven Andrikopoulous, Department of Chemical Technology, Mohawk College 

 

Genetically Modified Organisms  

Kaelen Doughty, Department of Biotechnology, Mohawk College 

 

Liposomes for Drug Delivery 

Vikas Chennabathni, Department of Chemical and Bioengineering, McMaster University 

 

Synthetic biodegradable polymers 

Byunhjun (Kenny) Choi, Department of Chemical and Bioengineering, McMaster University 

 

Van der Waals and capillary forces of the Tokay Gecko of Southeast Asia 

Karl Zimmermann, Department of Chemical Engineering and Bioengineering, McMaster University 

Winner 


