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McMaster University 

CSChE Undergraduate Chapter 

1280 Main Street West 

Hamilton, ON, L8S 4L8 

Awards Manager 

Canadian Society for Chemical Engineering 

130 Slanter Street, Suite 550 

Ottawa, ON, K1P 6E2 

awards@cheminst.ca 

 

Re: 2014 CSCHE Student Chapter Merit Awards  

 

The McMaster Chemical Engineering Club (Chem Eng Club) would like to express its interest in 

applying for the 2014 Student Chapter Merit Award.  

 

The Chem Eng Club is the CSChE student chapter at McMaster Univeristy, and is well known as the 

most involved and active departmental club in the Engineering faculty. The Club consists of a group 

of 23 dedicated undergraduate students in chemical engineering who are devoted to helping both 

the students and the department of Chemical Engineering. 

 

The Club acts to fulfill three main roles. First, the Club tries to enhance the academic experience of 

the students by offering opportunities to connect with both the faculty, grad students, and upper 

year students, as well as to give students the ability to learn from outside the university.  This is 

accomplished through events like Meet the Profs, the Monsaroff Student Presentation Competition, 

and our delegation to the CSChE Conference. The Club also helps promote the McMaster Chem-E 

Car team and project. 

 

Second, the Club runs and promotes social and community events that get students involved and 

active. Our community events include Charity Hot Yoga nights, blood donor drives, and 

participation in the Relay for Life. The Club also helps collect donations for a family in need before 

the holiday season. Further, the club organizes many social activities, such as intramural sports 

teams, pool nights, barbeques, and more. One of our most successful events is our Roast the Profs 

night, where students create skits and songs that poke fun at the profs as well as the students. The 

night is always well attended by both students and professors. 

 

Finally, the Club aims to give the students a look into their future career opportunities. This is 

largely done through exposing students to research and industry positions at the CSChE conference, 

as well as industrial tours and information sessions. We also encourage students to apply for CSChE 

membership to access all the potential networking and professional development the Society can 

offer. 
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CSChE Involvement   
 
In the upcoming year, the club plans to maintain its current focus on providing all of the highly 

social and popular events, while expanding our efforts in the area of professional networking and 

information sessions for graduate studies. Our delegation for the 2014 CSChE conference has 

largely been chosen, although there will also be an effort to get new chemical engineering students 

to attend. The Student Chapter Merit Award is always a great motivator for both the club executive 

and the student body. 

Thank you for your consideration of the McMaster Chem Eng Club for the CSChE Student Chapter 

Merit Award. 

Brian Macdonald 
Club President, 2013-2014 
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This year, the Chem Eng Club had a strong showing at the 2013 CSChE Conference in Fredericton, 

New Brunswick, with a total of 30 undergraduate delegates. One of our students, Andrew Toye Ojo, 

was recognized for winning the Local Section Scholarship. Another student, Jeff Cobbledick, came 

second in the student technical presentation competition. The club was also awarded the Student 

Chapter Merit Award for 2012-2013. 

The Club is also involved with the Hamilton Canadian Institute of Chemistry (CIC) Chapter, and 

attempt to have at least two students attend each meeting to update on the events and progress of 

the Club.  The local CIC also the sponsored the Monsaroff Student Paper Night and the Chem-E Car 

team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. McMaster delegation to 63rd Annual CSChE Conference, Fredericton 
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Academic Events 
Meet the Profs Luncheon      September 2013 

The Chem Eng Club and faculty work together to successfully organize this event.  It is a great 

opportunity for the new undergraduate students to speak to their professors outside of the 

classroom.  This year, 30 students and five professors attended to socialize at the pizza lunch. 

 
 
 
CIC Monsaroff Student Paper Night    February, 2014 

  
The Monsaroff Student Paper Night is open to all undergraduate students of McMaster Chemistry, 

McMaster Chemical Engineering, and Mohawk College Chemical Technology.  Students submit a 

presentation on a topic of their choice, and from these submissions, 2 students are selected from 

each faculty to make an oral presentation to their peers, the general public and a panel of judges 

composed of industry employees and professors. The winner of the Monsaroff Medal this year was 

Sean Mercer, a fifth year Chemical and Bioengineering student and Chem Eng Club member. 

Departmental Meetings     February 2014  

The Club president participated in one departmental meeting each semester to give feedback to the 

faculty on behalf of the students. This includes reviews of previous items discussed, program 

improvement, student feedback and faculty concerns. This shows the chemical engineering 

students that their faculty value the opinions of the Club, and therefore the students the Club 

represents.   

Figure 2.  Dr. Filipe shares some advice with students at the Meet the Profs lunch 
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Program Info Sessions for 1st Years     March 2014 

 
This was a general info session to help first years pick their specialties.  Chem Eng volunteers and 

faculty members represent the department and provide both student and instructor perspectives 

on the program, its benefits, and potential career paths.  Pizza is provided to encourage attendance. 

Around 15 volunteers from chemical engineering attended. The session was led by two students, 

with additional presentations from a chemical engineering professor, the Chem-E Car team, and the 

Chem Eng Club  

 
MacLab Initiative      January 2014 

The McMaster Laboratory Advancement Benefaction (macLAB) Endowment Fund was a project 

initiated by the McMaster Engineering Society (MES) in 1997, in response to an increasing need to 

renew and update the undergraduate engineering laboratory facilities. This year the chemical 

engineering department requested funding from macLAB to expand and enrich the student 

laboratory experience. The Chemical Engineering Club worked closely with faculty to prepare the 

funding request. The proposal was successfully defended and will result in the expansion and 

improvement of several experiments in the upper-level lab courses CHE 3L02 and CHE 4L02. 

  

Chem-E-Car       September 2013 to April 2014 

The Chem-E-Car competition is an annual competition held by the American Institute of Chemical 

Engineers (AICHE). Many American universities and even universities from around the world 

participate in this competition as it is a fine demonstration of innovation and application of 

chemical engineering principles in building a car solely run by chemical reactions. Undergraduate 

Students demonstrate their knowledge in chemical engineering principles such as fluid mechanics, 

Figure 3. The Chem-E Car team shows off their design at the first year information session 
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mass transfer, inorganic and organic chemistry in building and implementing a working shoe-box-

sized car while demonstrating interpersonal skills. 

Social Events 
   September 2013 Second Year Welcome and Rep Selection

In order to introduce the Chem Eng Club to as many new chemical engineering students as possible, 

the Club approached the second year class and performed a song (“If I Was in Chem Eng”, sung to 

the tune of “If I Had A Million Dollars”). The second years were then informed of the role of the 

Chem Eng Club, the Welcome Back BBQ, and of the two Rep positions available.  A week later, 3 

students had self-nominated themselves for Rep positions, and the Club assisted the class with the 

election process.  The song lyrics can be found in Appendix C. 

Welcome Back BBQ      September 2013 

Every year the Chem Eng Club hosts a BBQ for all chemical engineering students.  The emphasis is 

on encouraging second year students to come socialize, and free food and beverages are provided. 

This year over 90 students attended, half of which were new chemical engineering students. 

Smoker I & II (Faculty and Student Social)   November 2013 & March 2014 

This pair of historical events encourages interaction between students of all years and the faculty 

and was held at a local restaurant. The Club charged two dollars to all students, except for those 

who participated in the blood drive, and the event was a success for the approximately 40 students 

and 4 faculty members who mingled while enjoying appetizers.  

 

 
Figure 4. Dr. Adams shares stories and appetizers with students at Smoker II 
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Pool Night       November, 2013 

This is a social event in which the Club booked several tables at a local pool hall so that students 

could take a break from their studies for a night to enjoy  

Nondenominational Winter Break Holiday Dinner   December, 2014  

This event is the last event of the semester, and held at Boston Pizza, where the Club is provided 

with unlimited pizza and wings at a set price.  This year, 23 students and one faculty member were 

present for the festivities. 

Club Info Session and Transition    March – April 2014 

Class Reps were responsible for encouraging chemical engineering students attend a Chem Eng 

Club meeting.  At the meeting, each Club member gave a brief speech on their role.  Then, to 

maintain the Club’s success, new students and current Club members nominated themselves for the 

positions.  Class elections were held, and all voting was done online.  There was a huge interest in 

the club, and many positions had several people competing for them.  A transition meeting was 

held, and many plans for next year’s Chem Eng Club are already underway.  

Sports Teams       Year Round 

The Chem Eng Club facilitates several intramural teams each year based on demand.  The most 

popular ones include soccer and volleyboll teams. The Sports Rep registers the teams, and is 

reimbursed through the McMaster Engineering Society. This year, the club and students also 

participated in the McMaster Engineering Society’s Departmental Cup, in which departments 

competed in different events each month, with points awarded for both performance and spectator 

attendance. At the end of the year, the Chem Eng students were in second place. 

Roast the Profs      

 March, 2014 

Roast the Profs is a unique event held every year during the last 

week of classes.  This year about 50 students and 8 faculty 

members gathered for appetizers and a laugh, as students write 

and perform songs, host game shows such as “Are You Smarter 

Than a Fifth Year?” and perform skits or presentations while 

roasting professors and their fellow students. The new president 

and club are also introduced, and the new president makes a small 

speech during the event.  

 

Figure 5. At the Roast the Profs night, Kevin Dunn is presented 

with a t-shirt for his dedication to teaching and to student success 

in the department of Chemical Engineering.  
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Community Events 
 
Engineering Blood Drive I & II    October, 2013 & February, 2014 
 

The Chem Eng Club participated in a semi-annual engineering blood drive. Volunteers were asked 

to fill out a sign-up sheet.  To encourage participation, anyone who donated blood was given a free 

ticket to the corresponding Smoker. Both events were very successful, with 19 and 15 chemical 

engineering students participating in each blood drive respectively. 

Charity Hot Yoga Night      Once per month 

This is social and athletic event for all chemical engineering students at Moksha Yoga on a Friday 

night. 15 people attended (reached maximum capacity), and a minimum $7 donation was made by 

each participant with proceeds going to the Ronald McDonald Children’s Charity. The event was 

well received, so a second event was run second semester, with 8 people from attending from the 

Club. 

Relay for Life       March 14th, 2012 

This year, the Chem Eng Club helped sponsor and participate in a Relay for Life event held at 

McMaster University. The Chem Eng team consisted of five students, and raised around $450 to 

support cancer research.



McMaster Chemical Engineering Club 

 10 

Appendix A. Club Positions and Contacts 
Table A.1. The Chem Eng Club Executive for the 2013-2014 academic year. 

Position Name 

President Brian Macdonald 

Vice President Jeff Parr 

Secretary Paula Hanebach 

Treasurer Andrew Ojo 

Volunteer Rep Heather Leahey 

Sports Rep Tyler Pattern 

Productions Rep Sarah Ballinger 

Productions Rep Kristi Ciardullo 

Social Rep Courtney Picard 

Social Rep Devon Bowie 

Chem E Car Rep Richard Cenodese 

MES Rep Sean Mercer 

2nd Year Rep Hayden O’Brien 

2nd Year Rep Eva Mueller 

3rd Year Rep Chais Morrison 

3rd Year Rep Jacqueline Chau 

Upper Year Rep Jordan Ward 

Upper Year Rep Mona Salih 

Upper Year Rep Komal Mistry 

Webmaster Saheel Azeez 

Conference Rep Alex Nguyen 

Conference Rep Shawn Thompson 

Conference Rep Daniela Corsetti 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix B. Monsaroff Student Paper Night 

 
The Monsaroff Student Paper Night was introduced in the 1960’s in recognition of Boris Monsaroff, 
an industrial chemist/chemical engineer and author, who lived and worked in Hamilton for more 
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than 30 years. Mr. Monsaroff played a leading role in the Chemical Institute of Canada (CIC), and 
maintained a vigorous interest in science and economics, and was deeply concerned with the 
impact of scientific development on economic and political policies.  
 
The Hamilton section of the CIC organized this student paper night in order to foster student 
interest in developing communication skills and using these skills to transmit knowledge to a 
general audience. Since its creation, two students from McMaster Chemistry, Mohawk Chemical 
Technology and McMaster Engineering have gathered in front of interested students, faculty and 
friends to share knowledge. This year’s Student Paper Night was hosted by the Department of 
Chemical Technology, Mohawk College. It was also attended by the CSChE Chair, David Fung. 
 
Special thanks go to the CIC Hamilton Chapter, and to our judges. The Club would in particular like 
to thank Dr. David Latulippe, the judge from the Department of Chemical Engineering, McMaster. 
 
Chemical Engineering Submissions 
 
 
Sean Mercer 
Mimicry of xylem tube pit membranes via cellulose nano-fibril hydrogel dehydration 
Winner 
 
Matt Lefeuvre  
Analysis of threshold hydrogen solubility in ZR2.5Nb CANDU pressure tubes using differential 
scanning calorimetry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix C. Welcome Song 
If I were in Chem Eng (To the tune of “If I had a million Dollars”, Bare-naked Ladies) 
Jervis Lenon Pereira 
 
Intro 
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If I was in ECE (If I was in ECE) 
I'd get shocked all the time (By a 12V DC Power Source) 
If I was in Mech Eng(If I was in Mech Eng) 
I'd draw you a protrusion (Maybe in CAD or Solid Edge) 
 
If I was in software (If I was in software) 
I'd program a code (an algorithm to switch on a light bulb) 
If I was part of civil, I'd play with rocks 
 
Chorus: 
I’m a Chemical Engineer, We'd brew beer in our back yard 
I’m a Chemical Engineer, Extrusion and molding is not so hard 
I’m a Chemical Engineer, We could build a refrigerator with Freon  
(No not Freon because that has been phased out by the Montreal Protocol, it would have to be 
R134a)  
 
If I was in mechatronics (If I was in mechatronics) 
I'd be so confused (but have fun with my robots) 
If I was in eng phsyics (If I was in eng phsyics) 
I’d develop super powers (Like the Hulk or a radioactive man spider) 
If I was in BTech (If I was in BTech) 
I'd weld you a ball valve (so you can control pipe flow) 
 
If I was in BEAMS, I’m not here right now 
I’m a Chemical Engineer, On occasion we know what fugacity is 
I’m a Chemical Engineer, we deal with big black boxes 
I’m a Chemical Engineer, We could build a distillation column  
(We have to make sure that the relative volatility is as far away from 1 in order for an efficient 
separation)  
 
If I had taken science (If I had taken science) 
I would learn about Enzymes (the type that lives under your bed) 
If I was in society (If I was in society) 
I'd be saving the whales (off the coast of Alaska) 
If I was in management (If I was in management) 
I'd wear suits all day (making presentations like a boss) 
 
If I was in BEAMS, I’m missing out on today 
I’m a Chemical Engineer, we shear our non-Newtonian melts 
I’m a Chemical Engineer reducing offset with PID controllers 
I’m a Chemical Engineer,                                     
And I’ll be Rich 
 


